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A PROCESS AND AN APPARATUS FOR 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Applicant submits herewith information of which it is aware which may be material to the 
examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. While this Information Disclosure Statement may be 
"material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any 
patent, publication, or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for the above-identified 
invention unless specifically designated as such. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g)-(h), 
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the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search 
has been made or that no other material information exists, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 

The references are listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08B. Copies of all references are 
enclosed. The reference is an English translation of International Preliminary Examination 
Report (PCT/IPEA/409) for PCT/EP2003/1 1369. The foreign language Examination Report was 
cited with the filing of the application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing of a first Office 
Action on the merits and, accordingly, it is believed that no fee is required. See 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(3). However, if a fee is required for any reason, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 02-4553 the necessary amount. 
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Cite 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confornriance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confornnance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 

gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this fomi and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in compieting the form, call 1-800-PTO'9199 (l-SOO-TSd-BIBQ) and select option 2. 



